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ABSTRACT: The Cheonggye stream is an urban renewal project in downtown
Seoul, Korea. The restoration project removed the 5.84km long elevated
highway that covered the stream for over 30 years. Since its opening on Oct. 1,
2005, the Cheonggye stream has become a popular tourist attraction in Seoul.
With this project successfully completed, Seoul has launched a major change
in its urban planning paradigm from development to sustainability. The project
has been crucial in re-introducing nature to the city and promoting more eco-
friendly design by creating an urban environment with clean water and natural
habitats for residents and visitors to enjoy. The project is beyond a simple
construction work, it is a litmus test to see if Seoul can be upgraded into a
globally competitive world city.
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